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NSW reclaims State of Origin title 

Graham Hook (Hookie), a leading 
light of the Hunter Stock Dog Work-
ers Association and friend and men-
tor of many in the NSW dog trialling 
community, passed away in Novem-
ber.  

He was 80 years old. 
Graham had lived with pulmonary 

fibrosis for a number of years, but not 
even close friends knew how ill he 
was.  

An active member of the Hunter 
Stock Dog Workers’ Association 
since its inception, Graham was 
elected secretary/treasurer in 2008. 
He held the position continuously 
until his death. 

He was also a Life Member of the 
Australian Stock Horse Society. 

Graham was a solicitor by profes-
sion and the son of English mission-
aries, who eventually settled in Aus-
tralia after working in China. 

According to friends, apart from his 
family he was passionate about 
breeding cattle and his pure-bred 
Kelpies. 

“He spent a lot of time breeding his 
dogs and over the years, as he got 
older, he ended up with some really 
good dogs,” long-time friend Guy 
Thomas said. 

“He was great mates with Donny 
Rea and Peter Crowe who provided 
help and advice on working and 

Dog trialling farewells a good friend and mentor 

The NSW Working Stock Dog Association’s winning State of Origin team, from left, Robert Johnston, Dick Chapman, Geoff McLennan, 

Ben Gould, Dave Bennett and Zac Ede. For the full story, turn to page 2. 

Graham Hook on his farm in the Upper Hunter. 

Continued Page 2 



President’s report 
Hi everyone, welcome to 2020.  
By the time you read this we will have had two trials 

to kick start the year.  
Hopefully there will be many more to come with the 

weather gods being kind in some areas of the state. 
With the drought conditions last year, the State Titles 

were not run and a decision has not been made on 
whether they will be run at all.  

We still have no committees putting their hand up to 
host either the State or Australian/State of Origin for 
this year.  

I understand that the uncertain weather has played a 
part in this but if any committee is at all interested let us 
know and put forward some possible dates.  

Now, to some housekeeping matters. 
Anyone making EFT transfers for memberships, 

please ensure you fill out a membership form and post 

it to the association, even if you are renewing your 
membership. 

The form provides contact details and the association 
needs to ensure all the information is up to day so we 
contact you and/or deliver your newsletter. 

It is particularly important the new members fill in and 
return the membership form that can be found on the 
association website – www.workingstockdogs.org.au 

If anyone has any suggestions as to how we can im-
prove the association, don't hesitate to contact any of 
the executive members. 

- Lew Molloy, President NSW Working Stock Dog As-
sociation. 
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NSW has reclaimed the covered 
State of Origin title. 

The six-member NSW team defeated 
Queensland score to score at the Aus-
tralian Championships held on the Ma-
roon’s home soil at Wallumbilla. 

NSW has won the State of Origin 
twice in the last three years. 

The NSW team comprised of Dave 
Bennett and Benrose Spring, Ben 
Gould and Riverside Jake, Geoff 
McLennan and Merlot Duke, Zac Ede 
and Wootten Charlie, Dick Chapman 
and Ziggy and Robert Johnston and 
Shady Acres Tania. 

They went up against Queensland’s 
Barrie Hughes and Electra Shiloh, Dan 
Killey and Double K Squirt, Ross Kehl 
and Karinya Nelson, Glenn Dickson 
and Chelbrook Becky, Stephen 
Skewes and McNamara Scotty and 
Paul Wroe and Natel Tip. 

The venue for the 2020 State of 
Origin  is yet to be decided, with the 
NSW Working Stock Dog Association 
seeking expressions of interest from 
committees interested in holding the 
prestigious event. 

Anyone keen to learn more is asked 
to contact association president Lew 
Molloy as soon as possible. 

NSW claim second 

State of Origin  

win in three years 
breeding his dogs.” 

While Graham enjoyed compet-
ing at dog trials and working his 
dogs on the farm, he was not an 
avid competitor, preferring to work 
behind the scenes to run and pro-
mote dog trialling in the Hunter Val-
ley. 

He worked tirelessly for the 
Hunter Stock Dog Workers Associ-
ation (HSDWA) and was one of the 
organisers of the successful Aus-
tralian Championships held at Ti-
mor in 2009 and the NSW Champi-
onships at Aberdeen in 2008. 

He also provided pro bono legal 

advice to the HSDWA as well as 
the NSW Working Dog Trial Asso-
ciation and many other community 
organisations. 

“Hookie had a big heart and was 
an all-round good person,” Guy 
said. 

“He was friends with everyone 
and was a great mediator – under 
his watch everyone worked well 
together.” 

Graham was highly respected 
and well regarded by everyone 
who knew him and will be sadly 
missed by family, friends and asso-
ciates. 

He is survived by his wife Kathy 
and their children. 

From Page 1 

“Hookie” an all-round good guy 

Winner of the Ray Smith Feature Novice at the Ray Smith Memorial Dog Trial at Tat-

ham, Nathan Brown, centre, is presented with his trophy by Ray’s grandson Dan 

Smith, left, and trial judge David Huntley, right. Dan made the feature trophy. 

http://www.workingstockdogs.org.au
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Dog trialling loses one of its pioneers 
Cattle dog trialling lost one of its pioneers with the 

death on 1 January of Ray Smith. 
Mr Smith, of Myrtle Creek, near Casino, in northern 

NSW, was 84. 
He was a life member of the North Coast Working Dog 

Association and was a respected handler and trainer. 
Mr Smith, formerly of Old Bonalbo, began dog trialling 

not long after the sport’s inception at Bonalbo in 1950. 
He was an Elder of the dog trialling fraternity and was 

always happy to share his knowledge of working stock 
dogs and dog trialling with young people and those new 
to the sport. 

Mr Smith was also a keen advocate of dog trialling and 
was often called on to do demonstrations at local agricul-
tural shows with his dog Cheeky. 

At the conclusion of the demonstration, he would whis-
tle Cheeky to jump into his arms – a finale that always 
elicited a wonderful response from the watching crowd. 

Described as a “true gentleman”, Mr Smith called a 
spade a spade, and loved his dogs and dog trialling. 

He had a lot of great dogs in his time, with Rip perhaps 
being the best known. 

Rip and Mr Smith won the North Coast Dog of the Year 
Award in 2002 – an accomplishment of which Mr Smith 
was extremely proud. Rip went on to become a much 
sought after and highly regarded sire. 

Mr Smith was also a great supporter dog trials in his 
area, sponsoring events and trophies at the Bonalbo 
Show Dog Trial and the Rappville Memorial Dog Trial, 
among others. 

Mr Smith’s other passion was stock horses and he was 

a respected judge and in his younger years was called on 
to adjudicate at shows throughout the North Coast. 

Mr Smith is survived by his sons Des and Warren and 
their families.  

Ray smith was one of the pioneers of cattle dog trialling. 

Title venues needed urgently 
With the drought playing havoc on 

last year’s dog trialling calendar, the 
NSW Working Stock Dog Trial Asso-
ciation is looking to lock in events 
and dates for the coming year, in-
cluding the Australian and NSW 
Championships. 

To date no committee has formally 
applied to hold either the Australian 
or NSW Championships in 2020. 

The Australian Championships are 
held alternate years in NSW and 
Queensland, and this year it is 
NSW’s turn to host the event which 
also includes the State of Origin. 

“We really need to determine when 
and where the Australian Champion-
ship will held as soon as we possibly 
can,” NSW Association president 
Lew Molloy said. 

“A couple of committees indicated 

an interest late last year, but no one 
has formally submitted an expression 
of interest. 

“The Australian Championships 
always attracts a large number of 
competitors and can be a good mon-
ey spinner for any committee willing 
to put in the effort. 

“Because it does attract a lot of 
competitors, committees must be 
willing to run over at least three days 
and ideally have the ability to run un-
der lights.” 

As the Australian Championships 
also feature the State of Origin, the 
event should ideally be held after 30 
June. 

The NSW Championships also at-
tract good numbers and can be profit-
able for committees looking to raise 
funds. 

Organisers of the NSW Champion-
ships should also be willing to run 
over three days if the number of en-
tries warrant it. 

Anyone wanting further information 
about what’s involved in running ei-
ther championship event, or to submit 
a formal expressions of interest, 
please contact one of the associa-
tion’s executive as soon as possible 
– president Lew Molloy phone 0418 
664 641; vice presidents Dick Chap-
man 0448 226 280; Robert Johnston 
0417 711 333, Geoff McLennan 0438 
356 895 or Jamie Shipman 0414 314 
678; and secretary Jessica Gall 0417 
122 766. 

Expressions of interest should be 
submitted by 4pm Friday, 27 March 
2020. 
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Mongogarie dog trialler Geoff McLennan and his dog 
Biddy have taken out the Dog of the Year and Maiden/
Novice Dog of the Year Awards at the North Coast Work-
ing Dog Association 2019 awards night. 

Other award winners were: 
Open Dog of the Year, Ben Gould’s Jake. 
Handler winning Most Points in Maiden Trials, Athol 

Essery. 
Handler Winning Most Points Without Winning a Trial, 

Richard Stokes. 
NCWDA Dog winning most points outside North Coast 

Zone, Robert Johnston’s Tanya. 
Dick and Christine Chapman’s Encouragement Award, 

Riley Bennett. 
The awards night was held at the Casino RSM Club on 

Saturday 7 December and attended by about 30 people. 
Prior to the presentation, the North Coast Association 

held its annual general meeting and returned Robert 
Johnston as president. 

Also elected were: vice presidents Dick Chapman, 
Athol Essery and Robbie Sutherland; secretary/treasurer 
Joy Kirby. 

Novice dog named North Coast Dog of the Year 

First, second and 

third placegetters in 

the maiden, novice 

and open events at 

NSW dog trials 

should all receive a 

bag of Cobber Dog 

Food as part of their 

prize. 

Cobber sponsors 

the NSW Working 

Stock Dog Associa-

tion and provides 

$300 for every affiliat-

ed trial to purchase 

dog food as prizes. 

The NSW Associa-

tion puts in another 

$100, providing trial 

organisers with a total 

of $400 to purchase 

bags of Cobber dog 

biscuits. 

“This is a sizeable 

amount and the asso-

ciation expects each 

committee to buy at 

least nine bags of 

dog food to cover 

first, second and third 

placings in each of 

the maiden, novice 

and open events, 

even if that means 

committees have to 

chip in a small 

amount of their own 

funds,” NSW Presi-

dent Lew Molloy said. 

Dog food 
for top 3  
places  

Above: North Coast Working Dog Association life 

member Ray Smith presents the Dog of the Year tro-

phy to Geoff McLennan for his dog Biddy. 

Long-time secretary-treasurer of the North 

Coast Association Joy Kirby congratulates 

Richard Stokes on his award. 

March 
Upper Hunter Show Cattle 

Dog Trial, Muswellbrook 

Showground, Saturday, 21 

March. Maiden, novice and 

open run in conjunction with 

separate finals. Nominations 

to Will Harvey 0417 272 249 

or email wrrhar-

vey@gmail.com. Nomina-

tions close Monday, 16 

March. 

April 
Stroud Show, Friday 17 
April. Maiden, novice and 
open events. Phone Brett 
Thomson 0408 688 482 for 
further details. 
Bonalbo Show, Friday, 17 
April. Maiden, novice and 
open events. Phone Merlene 
Allen 0447 653 202 for fur-
ther details. 
 

Armidale, Friday 17, Satur-
day 18 and Sunday 19 April. 
Victor Moar Feature Maiden 
and Novice (to be run in con-
junction) and Open events. 
Maiden/Novice to start at 
2pm Friday. Competitors 
unable to make it Friday af-
ternoon will be able to run 
their first round dogs on Sat-
urday morning. See attached 
flyer. 

May 
Primex Casino, Saturday 
23 May. For further details 
phone Robert Johnston 0417 
711 333. 
 

June  
Ulmarra, 13 and 4 June. 

Maiden, novice and open 

events. Further details to 

follow. For further infor-

mation, phone Lew Molloy 

0418 664 641. 

July 
Mallanganee, 4 and 5 July. 
Further details to follow. 
Dungog, Saturday 11 and 
Sunday 12 July. Further de-
tails to follow. 
Casino Heritage Dog Trial, 
Friday 17, Saturday 18 and 
Sunday 19 July. Further de-
tails to follow. 

August 
Murwillumbah, 22 and 23 
August (subject to availability 
of stock). Further details to 
follow. 

 
Event dates needed 

Event organisers are asked 

to submit events for 2020 as 

soon as possible by email to 

nswwsda.secretary@gmail. 

com or text them to Jess Gall 

on 0417 122 766. 

Upcoming events 
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Mallanganee, 6 and 7 July 
Maiden 

49 dogs, judge: Robert Johnston. 
1 Athol Essery, Serrano Turbo (94, 
88); tied 2 Wayne Wayte, Trooper 
(86, 93)/Geoff McLennan, Biddy (89, 
90); 4 Athol Essery, R C Skye (86, 
88); 5 Robbie Sutherland, Sam (86, 
87); 6 Jennifer Burrell, Hebrew( 89, 
76) 

Novice 
53 dogs, judge Robert Johnston 
1 Dick Chapman, Wish (94, 91); 2 
Dick Chapman, Tim (90, 94) tied 3 
Dick Chapman, Ziggy (91, 91)/
Jennifer Burrell, Hebrew (89, 93); 5 
Cassie Clark, Kip (92, 89); 6 Goff 
McLennan, Biddy (89, 77). 

Open 
52 dogs, judge Robert Johnston 
1 Andrew McIntyre, Cole (95, 91); 
tied 2 Dick Chapman, Wish (90, 94)/
Cassie Clark, Kip (92, 92)/Geoff 
McLennan, Duke (92, 92) 5 Athol 
Essery, Newton's Tipdog (94, 88); 
tied 6 Ben Gould, Cabra Glebe Sky 
(92, 89)/Phil Brown, Nilrain Binladen 
(92, 89). 

Dungog, 13 and 14 July 
Maiden 

55 dogs, judge: Zac Ede 
1 Brett Thomson, Honey, 90; tied 2 

Jennifer Burrell, Paddie/Kylie Adams, 
Chopper, 84; 4 Phil Brown, Ella, 82; 5 
James Frost, Digger, 78; tied 6 Will 
Harvey, Kevin/Tim Addison, Scarlet, 
65. 

Novice 
59 dogs, judge: Zac Ede. 
1 Nikki Collison, Moe (80, 72) 152; 2 
Robert Johnston, Peggy (89, 58) 147; 
tied 3 Brett Thomson, Tyson (88, 50)/
Brett Thomson, Honey (90, 48) 138; 
5 Athol Essery, Dutch (89, 44) 133; 6 
Jennifer Burrell, Paddie (84, 47) 131. 

Open 
66 dogs, judge Brett Thomson 
1 Darren Adams, Mark (85, 57) 142; 
2 Athol Essery, C S Tiny Girl (65, 56) 
121; 3 Jo Burgess, Corby (73, 44) 
117; 4 Nikki Collison, Pearl (77, 39) 
116; 5 Brent Pakalmiskas, Miley (66, 
46) 112; tied 6 Richard Stokes, Ruby 
(89, 0)/Will Harvey, Alf (89, 0) 89. 
 

Casino Heritage, 20 and 21 July 

Maiden 
89 dogs, judge Nathan Brown 
1 Steel Cannell, Mytic View Lara (89 
96, 99) 284; tied 2 Athol Essery, RC 
Skye (89, 96, 91)/Paul Roots P&A 
Beau (95, 90, 91) 276; 4 Jennifer 
Burrell, Hebrew (87, 95) 182; 5 Jessi-
ca Gall, Fenton (86, 92) 178; 6 Paul 

Roots P&A  Lady (87, 90) 177. 
Novice 

87 dogs, judge Nathan Brown 
1 Shane Anderson, One (93, 98, 100) 
291; Ethan Davis, Jess (93, 98, 95) 
286; 3 Paul Roots, P&A Beau (95, 
95) 190;  4 Steele Cannell, Cardoon 
Zippo (92, 97) 189; 5 Athol Essery, 
Serrano Turbo (89, 98) 187; 6 Zac 
Ede, Charlie (89, 92) 181. 

Results 

The winner and 

placegetters of the 

open event at the 

Murwillumbah Dog 

Trial from left, Ben 

Gould, Copper 

Gould (holding the 

trophy), Dick Chap-

man, David Bracks, 

Athol Essery, Ethan 

Davis and Warren 

Taylor line up for a 

photo with the 

judge, Lew Molloy. 

Winner of the highest scoring female com-

petitor award at the Maclean Dog Trial, 

Megan Wedesweiler, is congratulated by 

one of the event organisers Mitch Davis. 

http://0104.nccdn.net/1_5/12c/3a6/02b/CASINO-HERITAGE-20.21ST-JULY-2019.pdf#page=1
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Open 
104 dogs, judge Richard Stokes 
1 Dick Chapman, Wish (96, 97, 99) 
292; 2 Joe Leven, Max (97, 96, 98) 
291; tied 3 Dick Chapman, Belle (98, 
94)/Paul Roots, Riverside Swagman 
(97, 95) 192; 5 Dick Chapman, 
Skeeter (95, 96) 191; 6 Zac Ede, 
Charlie (94, 96) 190. 

Rappville, 27 and 28 July 
Maiden 

50 dogs, judges Jessica Gall and 
David Bracks 
1 Brian Farrell, Stomp, 90; 2 Richard 
Stokes, Tunnybuc Rambler, 88; 3 
Megan Wedesweiler, Choco, 87; 4 
Brian Farrell, Spot, 83; 5 Athol Es-
sery, J C Peggy, 82; 6 Ben Clark, 
Fenton, 81. 

Novice 
50 dogs, judges Jessica  Gall and 
David Bracks. 
1 Geoff McLennan, Tim (91.5, 92.5) 
184; Dick Chapman, Morgans Ziggy 
(82, 92) 174; 3 Ben Clark, Miss Jane 
(79.5, 88.5) 168; tied 4 Robert John-
ston, MPM Peggy (89.5, 59)/Athol 
Essery, JC Patch (91.5, 57) 148.5; 6 
Ben Clark, Fenton (81, 62.5) 143.5. 

Open 
67 dogs, judge Dave Bennett 
1 Dick Chapman, Morgans Ziggy (94, 
98) 192; 2 Dick Chapman, Shaman-
da Panda (93, 97) 190; 3 Robert 
Johnston, Shady Acres Tania (91, 

98) 189; 4 Dick Chapman, Shady 
Acres Bob (93, 95) 188; tied 5 Ben 
Gould, Riverside Jake (95, 92)/Dick 
Chapman, Shamanda Wish (90, 97) 
187. 

Grafton, 3 and 4 August 
Maiden 

84 dogs, judge Wayne Wayte 
1 Andrew McIntyre, Ice (97, 88) 185; 

2 Geoff McLen-
nan, Biddy (93, 91) 184; 3 Rob 
Hodgeman, FL  Ticket (94, 82) 176; 4 
Cassie Clark, Ace (91, 81) 172; 5 
Paul Dawson, Jerry (90, 75) 165; 6 
Mark Gibbons, Toby (94, 67) 161. 

Novice 
66 dogs, judge Wayne Wayte 
1 Dick Chapman, Dunbible Creek 
Diamond (93, 92, 42) 227; 2 David 
Bracks, Zinghu (93, 92, 24) 209;  3 
Rob Hodgman, FL Ticket (94, 87)
181; tied 4 Rob Hodgman, Ben (91, 
87)/Dick Chapman, Shamanda Tim-
my (92, 86) 178; 6 David Bracks, 
Gwydir (89, 78) 167. 

Open 
97 dogs, judge Geoff McLennan 
1 Steve Skewes, McNamaras Scotty 
(97, 98) 195; 2 Ethan Davis, Jess 
(95, 99) 194; 3 Robert Johnston, 
Shady Acres Jimmy (96, 97) 193; 4 
Rob Hodgman, Mater (95, 97) 192; 
tied 5 Ann Sant, Lacey (95, 96)/Paul 
Dawson, Jerry (95, 96)/Robert John-
ston, Shady Acres Tania (96, 95)/
Steve Skewes, Warie Glen Mylie (95, 
96) 191. 

Australian Championships Wal-
lumbilla, 8, 9, 10 and 11 August 

Maiden 
104 dogs, judge Paul Wroe 

Judge Brian 

Farrell, right, 

congratulates 

Robert Johnston 

and Dick Chap-

man after they 

took out all the 

major places in 

the open event 

at the Tenter-

field Show dog 

trial. 

 

Results 

Judge Sean Copper (right) congratulates the winner and placegetters of the maiden 

event at the Lismore Show (right to left) Joe Leven, Ray Smith, Jack Maloney, and Rich-

ard Stokes. Continued next page 

From Page 5 
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1 Ross Kehl, Moonya Boots (90, 91, 
88) 269; 2Jeremy Shaw, Jack (91, 
90, 87) 268: 3 Jeremy Cummins, 
Crawford’s Betty (90, 90) 180; 4 Anto-
ny Mulder, Naroonda Ritz (89, 89) 
178; 5 Tim Flynn,  Wildcard Mike (91, 
84) 175; 6 Isaac Hotz, Wilderness 
Daughter (88, 86) 174; 7 Stan 
Hughes, Crawford’s Squirt (88, 85) 
173; 8 Tim Flynn, Wildcard Bell (88, 
84) 172; 9 Isaac Hotz, Wilderness 
Basil (88, 80) 168; 10 Emily Hol-
combe, Paddy (88, 75) 163. 

Novice 
134 dogs, judge Paul Wroe. 
1Jamie Sturrock, Craiglea Seth (94, 
93) 187; 2 Steve Elliott, Diamantina 
Benji (94, 89) 183; tied 3 Ross Kehl, 
Karinya Nelson (90, 92)/Stan 
Hughes, Crawford’s Sian (93, 89) 
182; 5 Dick Chapman, Belle (92, 89) 
181; tied 6 Jeremy Shaw, Jack (91, 
89)/Annie Staatz, Cherry Gully Jacket 
(91, 89)/Antony Mulder, Narroonda 
Ritz (89, 91) 180; 9 Jeremy Cum-
mins, Crawford’s Betty (90, 88) 178; 
10 Robyne Sherwood, Billeric Winn 
(89, 87) 176. 

Open  
179 dogs, judges Stan Dunkley and 
Bob Pronard. 
1 Paul Wroe, Natel Tip (97.5, 97.5, 
97.5) 292.5; 2 Steve Skewes, Warrie 
Glen Rosie (94.5 , 97.5,  98.5) 290.5; 

3 Jamie Sturrock, Craiglea Seth (94, 
98.5, 97) 289.5; 4 Paul Wroe, Jack-
son’s Silver (95, 93, 99) 287; 5 Ross 
Kehl, Karinya Nelson (97.5, 95.5, 93) 
286; 6 Warren Taylor, TJ (93, 96, 
95.5) 284.5; 7 Steve Biles, Biles’ Jen-
ny (92, 95.5, 96.5) 284; 8 Warren 
Taylor, Barru Shadow (91.5, 94, 98) 
283.5; 9 Isaac Hotz, Wilderness Basil 
(92, 94.5, 95.5) 282; 10 Glenn Dick-
son, Chelbrook Millie (91.5 , 95, 94.5) 
281. 

Murwillumbah, 17 and 18 August 
Maiden 

50 dogs, judge Ethan Davis 
1 Rob Hodgman, Mater (89, 82) 171; 
2 Wayne Wayte, RC Lilypatch (88, 
78) 166; tied 3 David Bracks, Gwydir 
(89, 76)/Dick Chapman, Dunbible 
Creek Jasper (89, 76) 165; 5 Rob 
Hodgman, Munns Tuff (84, 53) 137; 6 
Rob Hodgman, Ben (91, 0), 91. 

Novice 
56 dogs, judge: Ethan Davis 
1 Dick Chapman, Dunbible Creek 
Badger (90, 93) 183; 2 Dick Chap-
man, Woodford Belle (93, 86) 179; 3 
Rob Hodgman, Mater (89, 87) 176; 4 
Geoff McLennan Biddy (90, 84) 174; 
5 David Bracks, Gwydir (89, 79) 168; 
6 Rob Hodgman, Ben (91, 48) 139. 

Open 
70 dogs, judge Lew Molloy 
1 Ben Gould, Riverside Jake (94, 93) 

187; 2 Dick Chapman, Shamanda 
Wish (98, 88) 186; 3 David Bracks, 
Yila (92, 93) 185; 4 Athol Essery, 
Newtons Tipdog (95, 88) 183; 5 
Ethan Davis, Jess (95, 85) 180; 6 
Warren Taylor, Shadow (90, 89) 179. 

Maclean, 25 and 26 August 
Maiden 

75 dogs, judge Trevor Leslight. 
1 David Bracks, Zingu (97, 97) 194; 2 
Geoff McLennan, Biddy (95, 96) 191; 
tied Riley Bennett, Harry (96, 94)/ 
Andrew McIntyre, Jet (97, 93)/Riley 
Bennett, Luna (94, 96) 190; tied 6 
Megan Wedesweiler, Choco, (95 92)/
Richard Stokes, Tunnybuc Rambler 
(94, 93) 187. 

Novice 
80 dogs, judge Trevor Leslight 
1 Geoff McLennan, Biddy (95, 97) 
192; Ethan Davis, Jess (95, 96) 191; 
3 Robert Johnston, MGH  Peggy (96 
94) 190; tied 4 Megan Wedesweiler, 
Choco (95, 94)/Riley Bennett, Harry 
(96, 93)/Andrew McIntyre, Jet (97, 
92) 189. 

Open 
88 dogs, judge Ben Clark 
1 Athol Essery, Newtons Tipdog (96, 
99) 195; 2 Robert Johnston, Shady 
Acres Tania (99, 94) 193; tied 3 
Wayne Wayte, Jinx In The Window 
(98, 92)/Geoff McLennan, Duke (95, 

Results 

Winner of the open event at the Ray Smith Memorial Dog Trial Zac Ede, third from right, is presented with his trophy by Ray’s grandson 

Dan Smith, second from right, and judge David Huntley, right. They are pictured with placegetters, from left, Richard Stokes, Dylan 

Wade, Nathan Brown, and Brett Thomson. The Memorial Dog Trial was held at Robert Johnston’s Tatham property and the proceeds 

were donated to the North Coast Working Dog Association. 

Continued next page 



95) 190; tied 5 Dick Chapman, 
Shamanda Wish (94, 94)/Dick Chap-
man, Shamanda Panda (93, 95)/Ben 
Gould, Riverside Jake (93, 95)188. 

Lismore Show, 19 October 
Maiden 

25 Dogs, Judge Sean Copper. 
1 Joe Leven, Steph (91, 95) 186; 2 
Ray Smith, Shady Acres Elvis (93, 
85) 178; tied 3 Jack Maloney, Penny 
(91, 83)/Richard Stokes, Lola (93, 
81) 174; 5 Joe Leven, Max (93, 76) 
169; 6 Joe Leven, Narla (96, 47) 143. 

Novice 
34 dogs, judge: Sean Copper 
1 Dick Chapman, Woodford Belle 
(98, 95) 193; 2 Ben Gould, Cabra 
Glebe Patch (94, 95) 189; tied 3 Joe 
Leven, Max (93, 95)/Dick Chapman, 
Dunbible Badger (95, 93) 188; tied 5 
Richard Stokes, Connolly's Lola (93, 
91)/Ken Gibson, Barkers Chad (94, 
90) 184. 

Open 
39 dogs, judge Sean Copper 
1 Dick Chapman, Woodford Belle 
(98, 98) 196; 2 Will Harvey, Alfie (98, 
96) 194; 3 Ben Gould, Nilrain Shazza 
(95, 98) 193; tied 4 Dick Chapman, 
Shamanda Skeeter (98, 94)/Ben 
Gould, Cabra Glebe Sky (96, 96) 
192; 6 Robert Johnston, Shady Acres 
Tania (96, 94) 190. 

Manilla, 19 and 20 October 

Maiden 
103 dogs, judge Ian Cox 
1 Emily Holcombe, Paddy (90, 94) 
184; 2 Mitch Lee, Leeway Tash (89, 
91) 180; tied 3 Murray Wilkinson, 
Yarrum Barry (86, 93)/Fred Cook, Lil 
(92, 87) 179; 5 Paul Roots, P&A Dim-
mie (87, 88) 175; 6 Will Harvey, 
Cox's Flash (80, 93) 173. 

Novice 
103 dogs, judge Ian Cox 
1 Robert Johnston, MGH Peggy (91, 
80) 171; 2 Fred Cook, Lil (92, 74) 
166; 3 Will Harvey, Bunyah Missy 
(82, 81) 163; 4 Murray Wilkinson, 
Yarrum Barry (86, 75) 161; 5 Mitch 
Lee, Leeway Tash (89, 62) 151; 6 
Nathan Brown, Shady Acres Shiloh 
(93, 44) 137. 

Open 
103 dogs, judges Trevor Leslight/
Steve Murray 
1 Craig Ervine, Waddys Kate (88.5, 
86.5, 81.5) 256.5; 2 Murray Wil-
kinson, Yarrum Boo (87.5, 87.5, 0) 
175; 3 Robert Johnston, Shady Acres 
Tania (78, 89) 167; 4 Dick Chapman, 
Woodford Belle (76, 89) 165l 5 Ben 
Gould, Riverside Jake (74.5, 86.5) 
161; 6 Murray Wilkinson, Shady 
Acres Mambo (91, 60) 151. 

Alstonville Show, 25 October 
Maiden 

27 dogs, judge Brian Farrell 
1 Ken Gibson, Barkers Chad, 88; tied 
2 Megan Wedesweiler, Choco/Kevin 

McMahon Sunny, 87; 4 Athol Essery, 
RC Skye, 85; 5 Jack Maloney, Lucy, 
78; 6 Robert Johnston, Cold Western 
Ada. 

Novice 
36 dogs, judge Brian Farrell. 
1 Dick Chapman, Dunbible Creek 
Badger (88, 92) 180; 2 Megan Wede-
sweiler, Choco (87, 89) 176; 3 Athol 
Essery, Newtons Patch (89, 75) 164; 
4 Athol Essery, CS Tiny Girl (89, 71) 
160; 5 Kevin McMahon, Copper (87, 
70) 157; 6 Ken Gibson, Barkers 
Chad (88, 52) 140. 

Open 
43 dogs, judge Brian Farrell 
1 Robert Johnston, Shady Acres Jim-
my (92, 92) 184; 2 Robert Johnston, 
Shady Acres Livi (90, 89) 179; 3 Dick 
Chapman, Shady Acres Bob (84, 91) 
175; 4 Robert Johnston, MGH Peggy 
(87, 75) 162; 5 Ben Gould, Riverside 
Jake (91, 63) 154; 6 David Bracks, 
Hoover House, Yila (84, 69) 153. 

Winner of the maiden event at the Alstonville Show Dog Trial Ken Gibson, left, is pic-

tured with the event placegetters Megan Wedesweiler, Kevin McMahon and Athol Es-

sery. 
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From Page 7 

Ben Gould and his children Cooper and 

Charlee collect the North Coast Working 

Dog Association’s 2019 Open Dog of the 

Year trophy for his dog Jake. 


